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‘The Nursery’, 1875 
Courtesy FotoLibra / Liszt Collection 



Interviewer: 'There are all these conceived 

ideas about the Victorian child and how strict it 

was?'  

 

Interviewee: 'Oh but we weren't a bit.'  

 

Interviewer: ‘I think this is what we're 

discovering more and more, that the 

stereotype isn't true.‘ 

 
Extract from an oral history recording from the project ‘Middle 

Class and Upper Class Families’, University of Essex, 1975 



  

‘This year, as well as …an adopted snow leopard from the WWF, 

I'm afraid he got a Nintendo DS. I am troubled by how it was made, 

by whom, and what's going to happen to it when, inevitably, he 

finds it uninteresting. Also, I worry about the impact it'll have on 

him. We get him outside as much as possible, and the last thing he 

needs is something to keep him inside focused on a screen.’ 
 

‘What Did Santa Bring?’, The Guardian, 7 January 2012 



The shared aim of the Child in the World doctoral 

projects is: 

 

‘to investigate the ways in which a diverse array of 

children have engaged with the wider world. The 

objects that they use and own, the games that they 

play, the friends that they have, the ways in which 

they live and the movements and migrations of 

their own families.’ 



‘We ran right into Herne Bay and 
we got out and rushed down to 
the beach while pa and ma 
managed luggage, lodgings etc. 
We saw a troupe of 5 "niggers“,  
the "H B minstrels" who perform 
very well and have a wooden 
platform which they move from 
place to place when they want to 
perform there.'   
 

Quote from diary of Andrew Tait, 1894 

(London Metropolitan Archives)  

 

Illustration from 

1883 bazaar 

programme kept by 

eight-year-old 

Gladys Lloyd 



Evelyn Welch and Friends, London, 
about 1932   

 
Courtesy Graham Gower 

 





Doll Bought in Buenos Aires, 1920 

 
Misc.363-1979 



 

Doll Purchased in Buenos Aires in 1920 

 

Black dolls had been widely available to European children since 
the mid-nineteenth century and it is interesting to consider the 
possible significance of such dolls in the context of the racism of 
the time. This doll was probably made in Germany. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Cicely Mary Atkins Bequest 

Misc. 363-1979 


